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linens, the natural centre for treating the coarsest product
of all was Dundee; and the town had the further advantage
that the whale oil required for softening the fibre could be
furnished by the Dundee whaling fleet, which in the 1830*5
was in need of a new outlet. Furthermore, the west of
Scotland was not tempted to compete, because it had the
cotton of the United States as the raw material for its textile
speciality, though even this was to dwindle in importance as
shipbuilding and engineering became relatively more
profitable. It is, perhaps, risky to ascribe the rise of the
industry to the enterprise of its merchants and manufacturers,
because researches such as those of Mr. Chapman ground it
clearly on technological facts, but it is relevant to observe
that Dundee had the financial and commercial contacts which
were necessary to obtaining a wide market for a product
which was in demand as bagging material in the American
cotton industry and the carrying trades. It had the British
Linen Bank and the Dundee Banking Company, both of old
foundation; and when its merchants in the 1850*5 began
to erect jute mills in Calcutta, they were operating on
terrain which had been thoroughly prepared by the numerous
Scotsmen in the commercial houses of Calcutta. Finally,
as students of finance are aware, Dundee is the home of the
investment trust of the Scottish type, and this was a logical
continuation of the accomplishment in jute; for the
investment field was the United States, whither much
of the product went. Mr. Chapman will not allow that the
manufacturers showed peculiar enterprise in introducing the
new fibre. They were, he says, shy of it at first, in spite of
pressure from the East India Company and the British
Government, which feared an interruption in the supply of
Russian flax. But he also points out that the linen trade
regulations made it impossible to use any East India fibre
as an adulterant until 1823 ^d. that when the manufacturers
took jute up seriously, they were quickly successful in
mastering the new technique. For it was only a short step
beyond what they had already done in tow and hemp.
The present interest of Dundee is connected with the war
demand for sand-bags, etc. Before 1939 Dundee only handled
one million bales of jute as against Calcutta's six, and it